
Edward Alfred Schovajsa, also known as 
Eddie, Tex, 280 Eddie, Pop and Papa was 
born in Lavaca County on December 16, 
1934 and passed away on March 10, 2022. 
He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Frank and Mathilda, wife La Wanda and son 
Frank. Eddie is survived by his brother 
Bennie, son J.W. and wife Debra, son Lee 
and wife Lisa, grandchildren Britney, Travis, 
Meghan, Joseph, Jayton and Jaylee and 
several great-grandchildren. 

Eddie was a graduate of Spring Branch High 
School, class of 1954, Go Bears!! Upon 
graduation, he enlisted in the US Navy and 
quickly joined the submarine division. Eddie 
grew a fond love of machinery and hot 

engine rooms while serving aboard the USS Albacore and USS Bang. During his 
time in the Navy and while on leave, he decided to marry another Spring Branch 
High graduate, his wife of 53 years, La Wanda. 

After leaving the Navy, Eddie and La Wanda packed up their first born son Frank 
and moved back to Texas, where after several years in various fields of 
employment, he got into the industrial refrigeration business. After welcoming his 
second son, J. W. into the world, Eddie started his own business, Refrigeration 
Equipment Company. With his Bohemian charm and knowledge in the field, Eddie 
was able to establish working relationships with some of the biggest plants in 
Houston, including Carnation Milk and Ice Cream, Borden’s Milk, Oak Farm’s Milk, 
Grocer’s Supply, all three Coke-a-Cola plants, Pasadena Ice Company, Dryers Ice 
Cream, HEB Milk Plant and a personal favorite, Anheuser-Bush Brewery. Eddie 
took great pride in helping his customers keep their milk and soda cold, ice and ice 
cream frozen and the beer flowing. And somewhere during all this work, Eddie 
and La Wanda welcomed their third son, Lee. 

Eddie had a deep love for the outdoors, the Texas Hill Country was his favorite 
area in the world it seemed. He had many deer leases in the region and found 
supreme solace, peace and enjoyment being in the area, feeding (and harvesting 
on occasion) the deer and most of all, watching and chronicling the many bird 
species. He was a member of the Audubon Society and simply loved being in 
nature with the birds. 

Eddie was a simple man that could be called on to help in any situation. He was a 
good class mate, crew mate, neighbor, husband, father and person. He will be 
sorely missed by many. 


