
Larry Don Robertson  

(July 29, 1953 - February 4, 2015)  

 
Larry Don Robertson of Jewett, Texas, beloved husband, father, 
grandfather and friend passed away in his sleep at age 61 on 
February 4, 2015 at his home, surrounded by his loving family. 

Larry was born July 29, 1953, in McAllen, Texas, to A.T. (Robby) 
Robertson and Faye Korff Robertson Woodworth. His father and 
sister, Nancy Eileen Robertson, preceded him in death. Larry 
leaves to cherish his memory his wife of 38 years, Virginia 
Peterson Robertson, daughter Laura Robertson Hudgins and 
husband Gregory Taylor Hudgins, son Christopher Thomas 
Robertson, and grandchildren Guy, Knox and Claire Hudgins; mother and step father 
William Woodworth, sister, Karen Heuman and numerous Aunts, Uncles cousins and 
countless friends. 

Larry led a distinguished pursuit of education, obtaining his B.S. degree in Biology and 
Chemistry in 1975, his M.S. degree in Botany-Mycology and Biochemistry in 1977, from 
Southwest Texas State University. He obtained his Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering 
from Kentucky Western University in 2002. 

Larry was a dedicated Teacher, having been an instructor at Southwest Texas State 
University, Navarro College and was Science Chairman at Leon ISD for thirteen years. 
He later also served as member of the Leon ISD School Board. 

Larry Robertson excelled at every level, including founding and operation of numerous 
businesses and industry associations across the U.S. To name a few in Jewett, he 
started Gourmet Farms in 1983, the first exotic edible mushroom farm in Texas. In 1987 
he founded and was President and CEO of Mycotech Biological, Inc., developing an 
international environmental laboratory providing mycobiological identification to the 
medical and indoor air quality (IAQ) industries. In 2001 he founded Indoor 
Environmental Consultants, Inc. (IEC) providing IAQ support services, training and 
consulting in the U.S and abroad. Those services were utilized by the EPA, U.S. 
Customs, FEMA, Texas Department of Health, and residential, commercial and 
institutional facilities. After semi-retirement in 2010, Larry founded and served as 
President and Chief Technical Officer of Robertson Environmental Consulting Group, 
LLC (RECG).As a scientist, Larry authored numerous publications, lectured, gave 
presentations and workshops, and was an industry leader in the U.S. and abroad. But 
science and business were only a portion of his life. He loved family, music, boating, 
and hunting. He was a superb guitarist, songwriter, singer and performer, excelling in 
numerous genres in both finger picking and flatpicking styles. 

When Larry and Virginia moved to Jewett in 1982, they purchased the old Carver 
school. They renovated a portion of the gymnasium to become their living space. 
Classrooms became offices for the mushroom farm, MBI, IEC, and RECG, among other 



businesses. Larry and Virginia’s home at the old Carver school was featured on the 
HGTV cable television program “Extreme Homes” in 1999. Over the years, the gym 
became at various times, science experiments, reunions, weddings, celebrations, kid 
paradise, and more recently home to the “Gym Jam”. Outfitted with a professional 
sound system, lighting and stage, Larry brought amateur and professional musicians to 
perform for friends and family. Larry and some of his friend and family musicians (and 
non-musicians) also performed. Usually it was an all day and evening affair, with 
barbecue, billiards, shuffleboard, swimming pool, live music, food, and lots of laughter. 
Several national guitar picking champions performed at the Gym Jams. One performer, 
a gentleman from Italy named Beppe Gambetta, recently described Larry this way: 
“Larry understood how to treasure and research the most deep poetic expressions in 
composing and arranging his music. He was also a great example of how to live a life 
filled with artistic passions and friendships and bring to reality some of the dreams you 
have.” 

Larry was diagnosed with stage 4 pancreatic cancer on February 5, 2014. Through his 
strength and positive attitude, combined with a wonderful team of doctors, the 
outpouring of love and support from friends and family, he led a good quality of life 
throughout the past year, including hosting and performing at a mini-Gym Jam in 
October. Larry declined rapidly during his last week of life, passing away one year to the 
day after diagnosis, on National Cancer Awareness Day. Larry Robertson was first, a 
friend to anyone he met. He cultivated friendships and genuinely cared about their 
wellbeing. He was a teacher, mentor, scientist, businessman, outdoorsman, poet and 
musician. But more, he was a kind and loving husband, father and grandfather who will 
be missed by so many whose lives he touched. 

 


